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THE PARTY CONTINUES --
LPM CONVENES IN LANSING

Reported by Brian Wright

Michigan’s finest assembled at the Harley Hotel in Lansing,
April 12-14, for the Libertarian Party of Michigan’s annual
state convention. In addition to selecting officers and
delegates to the national LP Presidential Nominating Con-
vention in Chicago (August 28-September 1), the Party
hosted several important guests.

On Friday night--billed as the "Sex, Drugs, and Rock ’n’
Roll" evening-Bruce Cain of New Age Patriots started
things off by discussing the benefits of relegalizing mar-
ijuana and getting the state out of our pharmaceutical
choices in general.

Following Bruce, Norma Jean Almodovar, former LA cop
and call girl who was imprisoned for three years by the
state of California for the alleged crime of pandering, spoke
on the ludicrous effects of laws abridging sexual freedom.
In fact, her prison term stemmed from vicious entrapment
by the LAPD who feared publication of an expose she was
writing on the department. (Too bad she didn’t have a
videocamera!)

Norma Jean is a member of the LP of California, has run
for lieutenant governor, and appears on national and local
talk shows frequently. She has obtained a publisher for her
book and seemed optimistic it would be out in time for the
National Convention. After her speech, Detroit Free Press
political writer Dawson Bell interviewed her with a journal-
istically uncommon earnestness.

Friday evening was rounded out by, you guessed it, some
old-time rock and roll furnished by Spanking Bozo. What
the party lacked in attendance--a full legally viable contin-
gent of libertarians would not arrive until the next even-
ing--the band and a handful of faithful rockers made up for
with enthusiasm.

Business took over Saturday morning. Bylaws went rela-
tively smoothly except for some, possibly gratuitous, yelling
(continued on page three)
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LIBERTARIANS COMPETE IN
ANN ARBOR ELECTIONS

Reported by Emily Hopp Salvette

Ann Arbor Libertarians achieved good results in their
mayoral and city council campaigns which culminated in the
city election held (most appropriately) on April Fool’s Day.
Not only did we increase our vote totals, but also recruited
several new activists, got experience using cable access as a
campaign tool, and generated more names for our mailing
list.

David Raaflaub, candidate for mayor, received 375 votes
(1.8% of total cast) which almost doubled the number of
votes for the last Libertarian mayoral candidate. David,
who has been dubbed "the golden mouth" by his libertarian
cohorts, charmed audiences and challengers alike with his
quick wit and sense of humor. David added rationality and
common sense to the bizarre rhetoric common to cam-
paigns in "the people’s republic of Ann Arbor”, and he was
the clear winner in every mayoral forum he attended.

David stressed the need for lower taxes and less govern-
ment in Ann Arbor. He was the only mayoral candidate to
consistently denounce the ballot proposal to increase taxes
for a new senior citizen’s center. That proposal was
defeated 10,895 to 8,433 so David represents almost 11,000
citizens in this city who are concerned about their ever
increasing tax burden. David plans to continue with his
anti-tax effort by circulating petitions to have a 6 mil
property tax reduction put on the next ballot.

In the city council races, Emily Hopp Salvette, David
Damroze, and Lou Hayward all made respectable showings.
Lou, who was running his first campaign for public office,
garnered 124 votes (2.6 % of total votes cast in his Fourth
Ward race. Emily Hopp Salvette in the Second Ward and
David Damroze in the Third were both in four-way races;
they faced not only Republicans and Democrats but also
Greens (running as independents). Emily received 82 votes
(2.2%), and David 80 votes (1.9%).
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The Libertarian Party of Michigan is a statewide organiza-
tion of individuals dedicated to the preservation of individ-
ual rights and the advancement of freedom through po-
litical action and education.
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Power
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3  David Raaflaub
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Dale B. Dobberstein, LPM Chair

The convention was a good indication that the party is not
over. The Libertarian Party is on the verge of a break-
through. The tide is turning away from big government.

Better than 60% of those eligible to vote are dissatisfied
with the two major parties. There are anti-tax and anti-
drug war protest groups. Small business and educational
choice groups are also organized against intrusion into
everyones economic and civil liberties. The majority are
seeking a party that best represents their interests because
they have had enough. The party has an opportunity to
make major in roads should we focus our efforts and funds
toward outreach to the above groups.

I'd like to propose AIM 92 a strategy for growth.

A short term goal is to cultivate our contacts from 2,500
names to 10,000 by 1992. A long term goal is to build to
100,000 to make an impact and eventually 1,000,000 to win
statewide elections. We have a pool of supporters with
over 79,000 votes cast for Mary Ruwart in 1990. Let’s get
in touch with them.

Another goal is to generate revenues to meet our current
minimum budget of $6,000 - $12,000 by 1992. Eventually
increase our budget to $25,000 - $50,000.

I encourage regional activism such as Metro-Detroit,
Washtenaw and Mid-Michigan groups. This is the most
effective means to keep up with area concerns and contacts.

I look forward to being your chair for the next year. I can
not do all the work myself, but with your cooperation
together we can make an impact in 1992. I welcome any
comments and suggestions, so please contact me.

Dale Dobberstein

916 W. Cavanaugh, #8
Lansing, MI 48910
(517) 394-4479

EDITORIAL

What's an engineer like me doing editing a newsletter?

1. Isaw a need, and decided to fill it.

2. I wanted to prove that anyone can be a newsletter
editor,

3. Since we don’t need to collect signatures to get on the
ballot I've got nothing else to do.

The reason is not important. So too with you. For
whatever reason, find a way to get active, and do it.







